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Editor’s Whatsit's 
 
 
Hello everyone. Just when you thought it was safe to read Inter-
change, here I am rambling at you!  I’ve agreed to take over the 
publication from June 2013 and I’m hoping to publish quarterly.  

I must stress that it’s your publication and should reflect your news 
and views. If you send an article through, the only changes I will 
make will be to spelling and punctuation. As your Editor, I can 
promise nothing will be cut, and you’ll always get a credit. 

On offer for your delight and contribution is a new ‘Letters’ page. 
We will only publish letters with names and boat names supplied—
no anonymous gripes, please. 

We’ve also instituted Work Party Rambling, a report from the Heri-
tage Boats and reinstated Chairman’s Notes. Hopefully there will 
be something for everyone. 

Please let us have your articles, recipes, letters and poems by two 
weeks before the quarter day publication date. Quarter days are: 
25th March; 24th June; 29th September and 25th December (this 
one might  be a bit late!). 

 

Editorial Policy 

As I’ve said above, I won’t cut articles or edit other than for gram-
mar and spelling. All articles submitted with a name will be pub-
lished unless they are of tone or content which might be offensive 
or contentious. (Although we like to invite comment, I don’t think 
Interchange is the proper forum for venting bile or being nasty.) 
Having said that, I must also say that any content published cannot 
be taken to be the view of the Governing Council or the Editor, 

Jeni Hatton                                                             n.b. Fair 
Rosamund 
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Chairman’s Ramblings May 13 
 
I write these ramblings in the week following our Open Weekend and what a 
weekend we had. I think this will have to go down as the best we have held to 
date. A great big thank you to the organising committee and to the volunteers 
that made it happen. Some numbers may well be available later in this publica-
tion, but early indications are that we saw the most visitors to the site with a 
very respectable operating surplus. We had very positive conversations with 
James Morris, our local member of parliament, who spent an hour and a half 
on Friday night discussing the opportunities for restoring the Dudley No2 canal 
through Leasowes Park and on to Halesowen Abbey, focusing on the effect 
the proposed Sainsbury’s development at Selly Oak will have on the ability to 
restore the Canal. Then on Saturday he was back to open the event, spending 
over 4 hrs walking around the site and talking to local interest groups. How 
many other groups get the chance to brief their local MP for the best part of 6 
hours on their aims and objectives ? 
The aim of our open weekend is to introduce the amenity of the Dudley No.2 
canal to the local community rather than the traditional boat rally, and this year 
we really hit the target. My only regret is that we were unable to persuade the 
Canal and River Trust to take a stand as I feel our audience was exactly the 
audience they need to focus on to increase membership. Although we also 
had several visiting boats for the weekend, including the Cheese Boat, who 
were very complimentary about our facilities. 
 
Another area of success for our hard-working volunteers has been demon-
strated this year with working in partnership with other organisations including 
the local CRT management team, the biggest project being the dredging of the 
canal, from Gill’s planning through to Tony and his gang knocking posts in. We 
also were recognised in several publications for supporting the annual BCNS 
clean up. Atlas has been to Droitwich and carried the Mayor to open the event, 
calling in at the Selly Oak protest on the way back.  
 
The basin area itself drew lots of compliments throughout the open weekend 
and this again is down to the efforts of a hard-working few. That brings me 
onto the subject of how to get more of the members and moorers actively in-
volved in the running and maintenance of the basin and the Dudley No.2 ca-
nal. The Governing Council is actively looking at the option of adding a volun-
teering hours supplement to the mooring fee, this to have a monetary value 
which would be added to the mooring fee if sufficient volunteer hours had not 
been accrued over the previous 12 months. Your comments and views will be 
useful in the planning stage. 
 
With this edition of Interchange we have a new editor so please offer Jeni your 
support by providing information and pictures for inclusion. 



 

As I mentioned at the AGM we also need to look at the trading company and 
its role within the Trust. We need to publicise just how competitive the pric-
ing can be and look closely at some lines that we cannot sell at a competi-
tive price. The latter may be creating an impression that all of the stock is 
over-priced, which is an unfortunate misconception. 
 
Also mentioned at the AGM was the unavoidable fact that operating costs of 
the Trust and moorings are rising. Throughout the recession our mooring 
fees have remained the same, but we have now reached the point that they 
need to rise. Rather than one big step the Governing Council has agreed 
that the increase will be spread over several years at 2% over inflation. 
 
I will draw these ramblings to a close by wishing you all a happy boating 
season that may be a little dryer than last year, but at least Chasewater is 
now full ! 
 
Regards 
 
Richard 

Pork and Apricot Casserole (serves 4) 

 

1 lb pork fillet   1tbs tomato puree   3oz dried apricots 

Plain flour   3/4 pt vegetable stock   1 tsp dried mixed herbs 

8 button onions or shallots chopped   1 clove garlic, finely chopped 

4oz chestnut mushrooms, chopped    Salt and pepper 

 

Season flour with herbs, salt and pepper in  a plastic bag. Slice 

the pork thickly and put into the bag., shake well to coat evenly. 

Heat oil in a large pan and fry the onions and mushrooms until 

golden brown.Add the flour-coated pork and garlic and fry for a 

few moments to seal the pork. Lower the hear and add the tomato 

puree, stock and remaining flour and stir. Add apricots and herbs, 

stir well, bring to the boil then cook slowly for 1.5 hrs or until 

meat is tender, serve with potatoes, rice or couscous.. 

 

Jeff Carter 



 
Remember this ?  
 
We asked people to submit a photo taken in the same position for 
the next edition of ‘Interchange’ but we didn’t get it. Anyone willing 
to take up the challenge? 
 
 

Gosty Hill Tunnel, south-east end, 1987 

SO9685 : Gosty Hill Tunnel, south-east end, 1987  taken by Robin Webster 

http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/2833066 

Front Cover Photo: 
Atlas at the Black Country Boating Festival. Can anyone tell me 
the year? 

http://www.geograph.org.uk/gridref/SO9685


 

Work Party Rambling. 

 

 
Because the dredger was working up our arm carrying out dredging the 
basin and arm bridge holes, there was not a lot to do in the way of cleaning 
out rubbish from the cut. 
  
Therefore over a number of work parties we have been working on the tow 
path arm inside our mooring, cutting out the path, laying wooden side 
boards and in-filling with sub-base material ready for the topping to be laid 
at a later date. To date we have done about 160 ft. of path. 
 
In the meantime I have made a brass adapter and inflated the new mooring 
buoys which are now ready for putting in place in the Basin. 
  
Stewart Finch and myself pumped out the joey boat and cleaned the last of 
the brash which was left over from the last work party, so it could go on the 
IWA clean-up over the weekend of the 13/14 April this year. I am told it 
looked impressive loaded with over 15 tons of rubbish; I’m waiting to see 
the photos taken at the time. 
 
On 21 April a report of large sheets of plastic by the far side of the tunnel 
mouth saw a number of members turned out, with me, to collect it and also 
two mattresses from by Rowley Stop and the usual collection of tyres. On 
our return we found some large sets of steel railing. 
 
Tony Friar and myself took out the rotting woodwork from the club house 
and replaced it with the steel railing the same afternoon as finding them. 
Alan the caretaker has now painted them and I think you all must agree 
they look good. 
 
In my spare time I’m finding time to work on Atlas and Malus on the end-
less number of jobs requiring to be done to keep them up. 
  
Now the summer season is with us and it’s boating time, work parties out 
on the arm and path will have to wait to the end of the summer, when I will 
put out the dates for you all to join in with cleaning the track and cutting 
back overhanging trees.    

 
 

Ivor Chambers                                      Work Party Organiser 



Heritage Boats Report 

From Adrian Smith    n.b. Rypeck 
 

 

Winter 2012 – Spring 2013 

Two heritage work boats built in 1935, Atlas is a motor and Malus a butty. 

They are owned and operated jointly by the Birmingham Canal Naviga-

tions Society (BCNS) and the Coombeswood Canal Trust (CCT). 

We had a rather ambitious maintenance plan over the last winter but, un-

fortunately, were all but beaten by the weather. We did manage a little bit 

of painting and rope splicing. Also we took all the decoration out of the 

cabin on Malus, cleaned the cabin and decorations before replacing them. 

Atlas was taken to Droitwich for the St. Richard's Festival over the May 

Day weekend. This involved going from Hawne Basin through to Bir-

mingham and down the Worcester Birmingham to Hanbury then down the 

Droitwich Junction canal into Vines Park. With the Tardebigge, Stoke and 

Astwood lock flights as well as those on the Junction canal this meant 

working 43 locks. 

Atlas led the Mayor's Flotilla on the Saturday. This was a fantastic week-

end and Atlas had many visitors. 

Atlas went back up the 43 locks to attend the Lapal protest rally at Selly 

Oak the following Saturday. Atlas then continued back to Hawne. 

Malus was on display for the CCT open weekend, dressed with running 

blocks to show one of the towing techniques used in the canal carrying 

days. Again a number of visitors viewed the cabin, children wondering 

how a family could live in such a confined space. 

 

Summer 2013 

We are planning on taking Atlas and Malus to the BCNS Summer Rally at 

Pelsall; this is a long trip but only three locks, a couple of days each way. 

Following this, nothing is planned until the September rallies: Black 

Country Boating Festival, Tipton Community Festival and the gathering 

at the Black Country Living Museum. 

Cont’d 



Should You Get Involved 
 

Currently we have very few people getting involved; we would like more 

so we can take the boats out more, letting people experience the handling 

techniques involved with a pair. There is a lot of maintenance to do in the 

Autumn and Winter, some skilled, some not. To get involved you just 

need to be a member of either (or both) the BCNS or CCT. Wear suitable 

clothing – especially footwear. Get yourself added to the email list be 

emailing me at adrian.smith12@virginmedia.com. For information look at 

the website www.atlasandmalus.org.uk 

 

 

Welcome to the world 
 

It is with great pleasure that we welcome Esther Jones into the world, a 
daughter for Peter and Ruth and a grand-daughter for Jon and Maggie. 

Well done everybody. 

Welcome to New Members 
 

Heather Boyce   Harpenden 
Malcolm Bates   Birmingham 

Tracey & Eamon Lenihan   Halesowen 
Brenda & Brian Ward   Sutton Coldfield 

Alec Mount   Halesowen 
Mark & Lesley Pearsall  Kingswinford 
Mike & Rebecca Jordan   Alvechurch 

Corinne Locker   Halesowen 
Pam Price   Stourbridge 

Andrew Lester   Halesowen 
 
 

Glad to have you aboard and look forward to seeing you around. 
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Letters Page 
All letters are accepted for publication if they are signed and with the author’s ad-

dress. All opinions expressed are those of the author, not the Trust  
 

 

Dear Interchange

 

 

 

 

Just a brief one to say how enjoyable the Open Weekend was this year.  Lots 
of activities, both canal-related and other, friendly faces (mostly!) and the best 
sort of organisation in the background - completely unnoticeable! So sorry I 
couldn't stay to help take down the marquee and generally clear up, but I really 
did enjoy myself. 

Best wishes and thanks to all, 

Jenny Maxwell 

P.S. I even sold a fender! 

Hello Interchange 

For those of us who are on our way out and about soon, can I ask for a bit of 
tolerance for hire boaters? Whatever it is they did wrong, they probably didn't 
mean it.  Not long ago I found a woman at the helm of an Alvechurch boat in 
tears because somebody had been rude to her.  She had tried to drive on the 
left.  Shocking!  

We all had to start somewhere, didn't we?  

Name and address supplied 

 



 

Letters Page     cont'd 
 
Dear Interchange 
 
Well done, Coombeswood! Yes the sun  did shine both Satur-
day and Sunday especially for the Open Weekend. I visited 
on both days and with joy; it brought out a lot of smiling 
faces, both children and adults. A community of boats, boat-
ers and visitors all coming alive to join in the fun whether it 
was walking the towpaths, taking a boat trip on Hawne and 
her sister  Phoenix.  
 
The weekend was alive with music, with the Appalachian 
Dancers on Saturday, the concert band on Sunday and Boaty 
Folk, Linda and John and Derek both days. 
 
For the children there was the Treasure Hunt, Hook a Duck 
and Rosie and Jim and of course food to help you along your 
way—maybe a burger or hotdog and chips from the burger  
bar. 
 
A good range of stalls from community to boat-related all set 
out from books to tombola, Stitchcraft from the ladies of the 
Social Club and jewellery from the Glass Barge. Did you give 
yourself time to visit the Cheese Boat? There were lots of dif-
ferent cheeses to choose from. 
 
There were also Model Boats to try your hand at, the bar 
stayed open, the music played and some people dressed as 
boaters from way back when horses hooves still pounded the 
canal. 
 
What lovely memories I have taken away with me. Well done 
everyone, and I look forward to the next time. 
 
Ellie Zavaroni 
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Dear Interchange 

We just thought we’d drop you a line to thank the wonderful 
people of the Social Committee who commit their time to 
opening the bar on weekend evenings. After a long drive to 
the boat it’s great to relax with a beer and a great crowd of 

people. 

Chris and Ruth Morgan                                    n.b. Bogwoppit 

Mooring Fees……a new era 
 

At the last AGM the membership was given an overview of the 
Trust’s finances and, as Richard says in his Ramblings, agree-
ment was reached to increase mooring fees by 2% above infla-
tion. Accordingly, Governing Council has agreed that, from Au-
gust 1st 2013, leisure moorings will increase by 4p per foot 
(£1.00 per ft per month) and residential moorings by 6p per foot 
(£1.50 per ft per month). Similar increases will apply in subse-
quent years. 
 
As Richard also mentions, a working party from Governing 
Council is looking at a formula for rewarding volunteer work via 
mooring fee discounts. This is complicated and may take some 
little time to work out, but we’re getting there. 
 

Governing Council 



 

 

The Dredgers Are Coming! 
 
Everything comes to those who wait !!!!!! 
 
We had been waiting for a very long time at Hawne Basin for the 
canal to be dredged. The last time that it was done, according to 
those who have been around here for a long time, was in 1990. It 
was vital that the canal  be dredged as boats were regularly get-
ting ‘ stuck in the mud’. 
 
In early 2012 the Trust began discussions with the then British 
Waterways to negotiate for dredging to be started on the Dudley 
No.2 canal. This led to an extremely fruitful partnership between 
ourselves and what was to become Canal and River Trust. An ini-
tial meeting took place in july2012 involving an engineer, a chem-
ist and an environmentalist from CRT and representatives from 
Coombeswood. The major stumbling block was the disposal of the 
dredgings. Following silt analysis it was determined that the silt 
could safely be spread on the bank alongside the canal. This 
would cause no problem with flora or fauna . 
 
Initial hopeful discussions with the owners of the land alongside 
the canal deteriorated, as they were not prepared to accept the silt 
analysis undertaken by CRT. Despite continuing discussions, we 
were unable to secure their agreement to tip on the bank. Back to 
the drawing board……….. CRT suggested using a material called 
Nicospan to hold the dredgings into the bankside, the only prob-
lem being cost. 
 
Discussions at Governing Council led to £2000 being offered to 
CRT. Lots of logistical arrangements finally led to the dredger 
Phoebe arriving at Hawne Basin just before the Christmas break, 
with an agreement that work would start in early January. 
 
The problem for the Trust was that we had to get the Nicospan in 
place. 
 

Cont’d 



 

Members can obtain 15% discount on boat insurance premiums with 

leading marine insurance provider, Towergate Mardon.  Call 0800 515 

629 for a quote and instant cover, using the reference 

'Coombeswood' 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Dredgers Are Coming!                                                      Cont’d 
The problem for the Trust was that we had to get the Nicospan in 
place. 
After some very brief instruction, a work party was formed to put 
the wooden stakes in place and then slot the Nicospan netting 
over them.  There was an amazing response from the few here at 
the basin and they went out on Hawne in dreadful weather to 
start the work. CRT had designated certain areas for us to work 
on and, over the next few weeks, the guys from Hawne Basin 
worked in all weathers to get this done before 3rd January when 
Shane and Paul from CRT would be returning to start dredging. 
 
They dredged and dredged and dredged !!!!!!! 
 
The dredgings were then taken and dropped behind the Nicospan 
to backfill the space and build the reed beds up to their original 
height. The environmentalist from CRT assures us that the reeds 
will grow back through the dredgings and other plants will flour-
ish.  
 
Once the dredging was finished, seeds were spread over the top. 
Some three months later a green carpet is beginning to grow on 
the dredgings. In six months time it will look as though it has al-
ways been there. 

Cont’d 



 

Cont’d 
 

This work constitutes one of the first examples of joint work and 
joint funding between a canal society and CRT. It is doubtful if 
this would have happened under the constraints of British Water-
ways. 
 
All of the people we worked with from CRT demonstrated their 
total commitment to the waterways and were both highly profes-
sional and fun to work with. 
 
Hopefully, this will be the first of many pieces of work we can un-
dertake with CRT. 
 
Dave Pearson and Gill Reynolds 

Depositing the dredgings behind the Nicospan. 
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Deepening the mooring by Danks’s Wharf.  



Calling All Explorers……. 

 

On 12th October 2013, Ivor Chambers and Roy Kenn intend 

to take Hawne to cruise the Ridgacre branch. 

 

Anyone who would like to accompany them on their intrepid 

voyage please get in touch with Ivor on 07811630325. 

 

Happy Cruising! 

Coombeswood Canal Company 

Don’t forget....Special Order Service in the shop 

Whatever we don’t keep in stock, we can usually ‘special order’ 

for delivery the same or next day.  Some items members re-

cently ordered are a freezer, stove, table leg, gas fittings, chim-

ney, exhaust silencer, chimney cowl, fire extinguishers and fend-

ers. 

Perhaps you need new anodes for when you are on the slipway or 

a new propeller?   

Just ask in the shop for a quote.......you may be pleasantly sur-
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ANNUAL  MEMBERSH IP  
 

Subscriptions for 2013 membership of Coombeswood Canal Trust 

are due in August.   

The Trust values your support and hopes that you will continue 

your membership of CCT for another year. Membership rates are 

as follows: 

 

Associate Membership £25.00   (Associations, Organisations 

& Companies) 

 

Individual (18 plus) £8.00   Couple (18 plus) £14.00       

Full Time Student (18 plus)    £6.00  

 

Individual (60 plus) £ 6.00   Couple (60 plus) £10.00  

 

 

 Caroline Whorton 
 

Membership Secretary 

 

Email:  candgwhorton@btinternet.com 

Tel: 01384 373298 

 

 

Please make your cheques payable to Coombeswood Canal Trust 

and return to the office at Hawne Basin or: 

 

 Mrs. C. A. Whorton 

 21 Hyperion Rd. 

 Stourton 

 Stourbridge 

 West Midlands 

 DY7 6SD  

. 



 

Voices from Wales in Cradley Heath 
 

‘Oh you used to organise things, Chris, didn’t you, on some canal somewhere?’ 

was a question aimed at me at a committee meeting of our choir last summer. 
Yes I’ve done my bit of organising; one event on the Mon & Brec did involve the 
choir I had recently joined.  The choir were looking for a ‘weekender’ and, yes, I 
had an idea. 
 
I’d met Jim off n.b.Hector  and he had told me about his singing with the Cradley 
Heath Male Voice Choir. I wondered could I organise an event involving both 
choirs and perhaps a concert to earn money for Coombeswood Canal Trust. 
 
Well, a date was set, venues were booked and the Aber Valley Male Voice Choir 
Tour of the Black Country was on. First stop was the Black Country Museum in 
awful weather. After two hours in the Bottle and Glass two Welsh hymns were 
sung in the Methodist Chapel ; the warden in charge was most impressed. 
 
Then a boat trip into the Tunnel dropped the choir off in the Singing Cavern 
where we sang Speed your Journey’ as the next boat full of wives and friends 
cruised in and moored alongside. Another rendition of Gwahoddiad sounded 
fantastic. 
 
In the evening the choir attended a fabulous social at the club at Hawne Basin 
where we had a good sing-song and were entertained by some of the choir’s 
characters. It was great to see so many CCT members there. 
 
On Saturday evening we attended the joint concert with Cradley Heath Male 
Voice Choir . There was an audience of 220 people, the hall was packed and I 
think it went down very well. When Cradley sang the theme tune to Titanic we 
kept the nautical theme going with Sit down, you’re rocking the boat’! There was 
a standing ovation at the end when both choirs sang Morte Christe. All profits 
from the concert will be donated to CCT and are earmarked for the Land Beyond 
The Stank. 
 
I would like to thanks the Social Committee for all their help in organising Friday 
evening, and to all who attended the concert. 
 
Chris Morgan      n.b. Bogwoppit 
 
(This amount of money will allow us to move forward with the legal hassles and, 
who knows?, maybe also get into that land to start a clear-up before we’re all too 
old. Ed.) 
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We offer 5% discount on presentation of your current             

Coombeswood Canal Trust membership card 



 

Membership 

A paid up member is entitled to: 

  

* Vote at Annual General and Extra-ordinary Meetings 

  

* Receive the Trust's journal 'Interchange' 

 

* Use the facilities at Hawne Basin 

 

* 5% discount at Jacksons of Old Arley on production of a current membership 

card (in-store only) Spring Hill Industrial Estate, Old Arley, Near Coventry, CV7 

8HN. 

 

* 5% discount at Midland Chandlers on production of a current membership card 

(in-store only) 

* 15% discount at Cotswold Outdoor on stating the discount code AF-CCT-H4 

* 15% discount on boat insurance premiums with leading marine insurance pro-

vider, Towergate Mardon.  Call 0800 515 629 for a quote and instant cover, using 

the reference 'Coombeswood'.  Conditions apply.  New customers only. 

 * Online shopping discounts when you register at Easy Fundraising and raise 

funds for us too (see below) 

  

Have you heard about easyfundraising yet? It’s the easiest way to help raise 

money for Coombeswood Canal Trust! If you already shop online with retailers 

such as Amazon, M&S, Argos, John Lewis, Comet, Vodafone, eBay, Boden and 

Play.com, then we need you to sign up for free to raise money while you shop! 

  

So how does it work?  

 

You shop directly with the retailer as you would normally, but if you sign up to 

Easy Fundraising for free and use the links on the easyfundraising site to take 

you to the retailer, then a percentage of whatever you spend comes directly to us 

at no extra cost to yourself.   

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/coombeswoodct/  

http://www.jacksonscamping.com/
http://www.midlandchandlers.co.uk/
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Coombeswood Canal Trust’s own search engine! 

Raise Money As You Search! 

 

Did you know you can raise money for Coombeswood Canal Trust while 

you search the internet?  Our search engine below combines the re-

sults of several search engines such as Yahoo!, Bing and Ask to ensure 

you can always find what you’re looking for. But the fantastic thing is 

that EVERY TIME you search, half a penny is raised for Coombes-

wood Canal Trust. Search just 10 times a day and you can raise 

around £20 a year for us! 

http://coombeswoodct.easysearch.org.uk/ 
Add us to your favourites or make it your homepage 

Be our ‘friend’ on Facebook 
Coombeswood is embracing the world wide web to promote the 

Trust, the facilities available to visitors and the promotion of 

the Dudley No.2.  Visit our page and become our ‘friend’.  We will 

be using this alongside our website to communicate and distrib-

ute photos and information. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Coombeswood-Canal-

Trust/165896893465890 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Coombeswood-Canal-Trust/165896893465890


 

Social Club Report 
 

It’s been a busy old Winter again and we have finally shut up shop to go 
cruising for the summer. Once again, if anyone wants to open up during 
the Summer, please let us know and we’ll give you the grand tour so you 
can. 
 
From October 2012 to April 2013 we have held a number of events, Fol-
lowing members’ expressed wishes at the 2012 AGM, we kept to a few 
big “do’s” - St Andrew’s, Burns Night, St David’s, St Patrick’s, St Georges 
and also a pre-Easter bash with an egg hunt for the little ones, All of them 
were pretty well attended and all made a small profit. 
 
The bar and the kitchen were in profit again this year, and the Club has 
around £2,000 in the bank ready to covenant to the Company for onward 
transmission to the Trust. So we feel it was worth it. 
 
As soon as we’re all back in October we’ll be putting together next sea-
son’s programme, and we’d welcome any suggestions and offers of help 
with ‘things to do of a Saturday night.’ 
 
Contact me on fair.rosamund43@gmail.com or see any member of the 
Social Committee if you want to join in and have some fun. 
 
In the meantime, enjoy the Summer—I’m going to. 
 
All the best 
 
Jeni Hatton                    Hon. Treasurer              Hawne Basin Social Club 



Hawne Basin Open Weekend 

 

James Morris MP for Halesowen and Rowley Regis, 

cuts the tape to declare our event truly ‘Open’. 

Though it was a dull day, lots of people turned out to see our local MP, 

James Morris, cut the tape to start our weekend off. Sea Cadets 

manned the gate, as in previous years, under the direction of Dave Pear-

son, and sorted out the car parking with aplomb—and no tantrums. 

 

Jo Cull caught all the children at the gate and made sure they had a 

Treasure Hunt Pack and a Find the Duck game. This turned out to be 

really popular with the children, some of whom went round two or three 

times to get all the clues. 



 

Let us…. Entertain you……. 

Boaty Folk (above) entertained on Saturday and 

Sunday as did John and Derek below  
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Linda Simpson entertains….superbly on both days. 

All the entertainers were connected with boats in some way, as well 

as having a connection to the Basin. They played tirelessly for two 

days, the Appalachian Dancers danced on Saturday and the Blackwell 

Concert Band played for us on Sunday. 

 

Over the two days over 2900 people came through our gates, drank 

the real ale and scoffed burgers, pork baps and salads. The boat 

trips were really successful and made about £400 in donations. 

 

A complete breakdown of the money situation will be posted in the 

Cabin when all the bills are in. All of the money raised will be put to-

wards fulfilling the Aims and Objectives of Coombeswood Canal 

Trust. It’s looking like a very successful weekend. Governing Council 

would like to thank all the volunteers who gave so freely of their 

time. both on the weekend and during the planning stages. 



 

 

Helen Scott and Jon-Allan Butterworth, our local Paralympians, 
close the Weekend 

On Sunday afternoon we were pleased to have Helen Scott and Jon-

Allan Butterworth, our local Paralympic heroes, to perform our closing 

ceremony. 

 

The children really enjoyed being able to hold the silver and bronze 

medals which they’d only seen on TV before., 

 

Jeni Hatton  and Gill Reynolds 
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Membership Paid              £ 
I wish to make a donation £ 
 

Total Enclosed (cash/chq) £ 

Please make cheques payable to 

‘Coombeswood Canal Trust’ 

 

I have read and agree to abide by the Rules of the Trust.  
The information on this form will be recorded on a computerised database. In accordance with the 
Data Protection Act (1984) members may examine their entry at any reasonable time by prior ar-
rangement.  
 
Signed _________________________                               Date ____________ 

Gift Aid declaration:  
I am a UK taxpayer and wish Coombeswood Canal Trust to treat all subscriptions and donations I 
make from the date of this declaration as Gift Aid Donations and reclaim tax accordingly.  
 
Print Name ____________________________________ 
 
Signed ________________________ Date ____________  
 
Gift Aid Notes:  
1. You can cancel the Gift Aid declaration at any time by notifying the Trust in writing.  
2. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that the 
Trust reclaims on your donations in the tax year (currently 25p for each £1 you give on or after 6 
April 2008)  

Title (Mr,Mrs,Miss,Ms,Dr,) 
First Name 
Last Name 
Address 
 

Post Code 
Telephone 
Email 

Associate Membership £25.00  
(Associations, Organisations & Companies)  
Individual 18+  £8.00  Joint £14.00 
(Individuals and Families)  

OAP* /full time student (18+)  £ 6.00   Joint £10.00 
*I declare that I am eligible to receive the state 
pension/a full-time student Signed 
________________________           

COOMBESWOOD CANAL TRUST 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM  
Membership is renewable annually on 1st August 



 

 

Governing Council 
 

Richard Woodward  -  Chairman 

Tel 01384 82560 

E-mail richard.woodward@hometyre.co.uk 

 

Gill Reynolds  -  Secretary 

 

Caroline Whorton -  Treasurer 

 

Jon Jones  -  Outside Events and Publicity 

 

Ivor Chambers  -  Work Parties 

 

Jeffrey Carter  -  Health and Safety 

 

Jeni Hatton -  Social Club/Trading Company 

E-mail: fair.rosamund43@gmail.com 

 

Tony Friar  -  Moorings & Site Manager 

 

Could this be you? -  Projects 

 

 

Office   

Tel 0121 550 1355 or 07761 555 353 

E-mail coombeswood@btconnect.com 

 

www.hawnebasin.org.uk 

 


